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President’s Message

Welcome to 2023, Bonnie Brae! As a new
resident of Bonnie Brae myself (2022), | am
looking forward to meeting many new faces this

year at community events, evening strolls, or even
casting a line in Woodglen Lake.

The newcomers' party last year was bustling with
excitement as we celebrated our 50th anniversary
as a community. Our family enjoyed meeting new
neighbors as well as hearing the stories of some of
our original owners were so insightful about how
this community came to be a place that we now
call ‘home’.

| have much to learn about what makes Bonnie
Brae so special. Yes, the contemporary
architecture, mature trees, Woodglen lake, hilly

streets for walking, and of course the proximity to
schools, farmers market, coffee shops, and
breweries make this location desirable for potential
new residents. However, | am looking forward to
learning more about my neighbors, their interests,
their families, our history, and the opportunities for
us to be neighborly. Maybe it’s the simple gestures
of saying hello, inviting neighbors over for a happy
hour by the firepit, or checking on them if it’'s been a
few days since you’ve seen them last. These are
attributes of a community that makes it a special
place that people love. Let’s make 2023 the year
that we truly get to know our neighbors. | hope to
meet many of you in 2023!

—Tim Royster

What is the BBCA?

The Bonnie Brae Civic Association is the membership organization of the 305 homeowners and renters who live in
Bonnie Brae. Founded in 1973, this Civic Association is governed by an elected Board of Directors and other
volunteers with the goal of sharing a supportive, self-governing, and voluntary bond in a community to help
communicate information, mitigate community concerns, and organize community activities. Annual dues,
currently $20/year, are required to be paid at the beginning of each year according to the Covenants of the

Association.

The Board meets throughout the year to discuss community issues and plan activities. The Board also addresses
issues or problems within the neighborhood and helps the community thrive by addressing problems of neglect or
safety. As homeowners, we all share an investment in a beautiful, well-maintained, thriving community.

Currently BBCA plans and supports a neighborhood yard sale, Santa visit, book club, and several community
potlucks. We publish an annual Newsletter and biennial Directory of residents and maintain a Bonnie Brae website
(www.bonniebrae.net ) to strengthen social ties within the community and keep folks informed. We communicate
online through NextDoor.com and via printed flyers and signs to announce upcoming events. While all the
activities are carried out by volunteers, they do cost money and are supported only by member dues. Each

household is responsible for paying annual dues of only $20.

You get a lot for $20! Please mail in your 2022 dues or give them to your block captains so they don’t have to ask
twice. The membership form is included with this newsletter.
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Community Calendar of Events

please check Bonnie Brae NextDoor for up-to-date information

2023 Upcoming BBCA Events

Sunday, March 26th 2 p.m.

Meet and Greet Easter Egg Hunt and Kite Flying at Fireside Ct/ Woodglen dam. Bring kids and
kites for this new BBCA event.

April/May TBD 10 a.m.- 12 p.m.

Woodglen Lake Clean-up with Middleridge and Fairfax Club Estates (Possible—date TBD).
Watch for NextDoor announcements. Community service credits are available for students.
Contact Sarah Mayhew at sarah.mayhew@yahoo.com for information.

Saturday April 29th 8 a.m.-1 p.m.

Community Yard Sale 8 a.m.-1 p.m. @ participating houses. Contact Charlie Gulac at
cgulac88@gmail.com to have balloons put on your mailbox. BBCA will publicize the sale. (We
hope to coordinate with nearby Middleridge to draw more people.)

Saturday, May 20th 9 a.m. at Woodglen Lake Dam.

Parent & Kids Fishing Day. Questions? Contact Tim Royster at troyster1108@gmail.com or 571-
275-0871

Tuesday, August 1st 5 p.m.- 8 p.m.

National Night Out at Richard and Susan Yennerell’s, 10511 Indigo. Everyone welcome.
Contact Susan Yennerell at yennerell@gmail.com for information. Take a bite out of Crime -
and many bites out of a burger. Celebrate our first responders with this national picnic/potluck.

Saturday, September 23rd 5 p.m.- 8 p.m. Location TBD

Newcomer Welcome Picnic and Election of BBCA officers (Location TBD - seeking a volunteer
to host) All are welcome. Come meet the newest residents of our wonderful neighborhood.
BBCA provides BBQ entrée. Please bring Potluck dish to share- snacks, sides, or desserts.

Tuesday, October 31st from 5 p.m.-6:30 p.m. Location TBD

Halloween Outdoor Potluck Kiddies, dogs, and parents all welcome! Costumes greatly
appreciated. BBCA provides burgers and hotdogs. Please bring Potluck dish to share— snacks,
sides, or desserts. Fill up with something good before you eat all that candy.

Friday, Saturday, or Sunday, December 15-17th

Judging Holiday Lights and Decorations weekend. Have your lights on and decorations up by
this weekend to be considered in the friendly competition. Will YOUR home be “Best of Bonnie
Brae”? Contest judges will tour the neighborhood after dark and select three winners.

Sunday, Dec 17th

Meet Santa. (Place TBD - Watch for flyers and NextDoor info.) Bring the family and share some
holiday cheer, cookies, and hot chocolate with your neighbors. It’s outdoors and cold, so be on
time if you want to see Santa.

Watch for additional activities announced via flyers e
Doonextdoor. com/ nei ghbefraiorefdadxboonni ebr aeva

]
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BBCA Newsletter Spring 2023

Election of BBCA Officers

The 2023 Board of the BBCA was elected at the
Newcomers Welcome Party in September with Jon Miskell
elected to serve as President. Soon after that however, Jon
had some new personal and work requirements, so he
offered his resignation in December. Fortunately,
newcomer Tim Royster agreed to step in, and the Board
appointed him as interim President. While we have a few
long-serving board members, we are now getting help from
an enthusiastic group of committee volunteers who bring
new ideas and energy to our meetings and activities.

Your Board is always looking for new ways to serve our

Library events, and John and Lisa McAlduff design and lay
out the BBCA Newsletter. We have a team of dedicated
block captains who deliver flyers and newsletters and
collect dues and help out wherever they can. | hope you
know who your block captain is. If not, check out the chart
in this newsletter. There are still a couple of block captain
openings if anyone wants to volunteer.

2023 Bonnie Brae Civic Association

Board of Directors

community, so feel free to contact any one of us with your | 1M Royster President  troyster1108@gmail.com
ideas or concerns. In addition to the listed officers, our Charlie Gulac 1st VP cqulac88@gmail.com
active BBCA team this year includes:
. Margaret Pontzer 2nd VP pontzer@cox.net
Marty Beach, Neera Badhwar, Scott Flory, Larissa Hohe,
Andrea McGowan, Ann Muller, Susan Yennerell, and Lisa Travis Treasurer lisatravis33@gmail.com
Courtney Wikle. . . .
Elaine Hawley Secretary elainejhawley@gmail.com
Additionally, Nancy Davis keeps us posted about Burke
For the past few years BBCA has encouraged nei
Door, as the bes way to stay informed about W
communiti eswhredhrerust' s communicating about Bon
selling household items, recommending services
easy way to connectNewittBoogrtb s si api gbbosprovide a trusted p
build stronger, safer® bhappilén%commBonntise YBr aipe t odraegdt ed
www. next doo€odem/ ZNWhQZ
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BBCA Newsletter Spring 2023

Interview: Tim Royster, BBCA’s new President

Elaine Hawley: Recently Tim Royster
volunteered to fill the vacant position
of President of BBCA. Tim started
coming to our monthly BBCA meetings
shortly after moving into Bonnie Brae
and as I, myself, discovered 20 years
ago, doing this is a great way to meet
neighbors and feel part of the
community. | thought an interview
would introduce him in his own words
and asked about his background.

Tim: | grew up in Texas and studied
Music at Texas Christian University in
Ft. Worth. After graduation, | taught
high school band in Fort Worth before
deciding to go back to school for my
Master's in Music Performance at
Indiana University. After graduation, |
auditioned and won a position in The
U.S. Army Band as a tubist with
“Pershing’s Own”. |served in the
band from 2005-2014.

Elaine: Wow, | know Bonnie Brae has
other musicians and military band
members too. For some reason we
seem to have more than our fair share
of artists and musicians in the
neighborhood.

Tim: Since | was assigned to Ft Myer in
2005, my family and | have made
Northern Virginia our home. After | got
out of the Army in 2014, | returned
briefly to Texas, but quickly realized
that NOVA was home. While | was in
the army band, | also got my real estate
license, and for several years during off
-duty hours, helped colleagues and
friends buy and sell their homes in the
area. But, when | came back from
Texas, no longer in the Army, my wife
and | decided to start our own real
estate team and did so in 2018.

Elaine: That’s quite a switch-- from
music to real-estate. Are there
similarities?

Tim: Being trained as a professional
musician prepared me well for my real
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estate career. Musicians collaborate
with many different people on a daily
basis and have to quickly adapt to
changes. Real estate is the same way.
We work with so many different
people, and each client has a unique
story, so we tailor our services to make
sure the client experience is personal
as well as result-driven. The Army
musician is never reactive, but
proactive. This is the way | operate my
real estate business.

Elaine’s Note: Tim leads the Royster

Hearth Group with a team of 3 licensed
realtors and 2 staff. He has over 10
years of experience assisting clients in
buying and selling properties in
Virginia. He’s also a certified Military
Relocation Professional (MRP) helping
active-duty military and veterans buy
or sell their homes and understand
their military benefits.

Elaine: You seem well suited for your
second career. What’s the best thing
about jt?

Tim: It's an absolute joy to join a client
on the journey to purchase or sell their
home. It can be complex and
confusing, and we love being able to
provide structure, set goals and
alleviate some of the stress of

moving. Our team's mission is to
'serve our neighbors, not ourselves'.
We hope our clients sense that from
the first time we meet until the day the
transaction is complete -- but really,
we stay in touch with our clients for

years after their purchase. A good
realtor always has repeat clients who
call when they are preparing for right-
sizing or PCS (military move), or when
they have outgrown their space.

Elaine: You’ve lived in Fairfax for a long
time, but you moved to your Bonnie
Brae Arrowwood St. home just last
year. It’s reassuring to me when
realtors want to buy in our community
as they know the surrounding area
well. What brought you to this special
place?

Tim: We lived in West Springfield until
last year when we decided to move to
Bonnie Brae. We were looking for a
unique style of home and as a realtor, |
knew which neighborhoods to focus
on. Besides the contemporary style of
homes, the other significant factor was
being near a lake for our kids to

fish. When this house came on the
market, it didn't take long for us to
make our decision. Contemporary
home + Lake = “Let's get this house”!

Elaine: | know you have a family and a
working wife, plus you just became
President of the BBCA. You must be
very busy these days.

Tim: Yes, my wife Yee Peng and | have
three kiddos. If you hear a cello, violin,
or guitar, and maybe see a lacrosse
ball flying around the yard, or nerf
bullets or a fishing rod in the driveway
... that's us! My wife is the most
patient human being | know...because
she married me! She’s the backbone
of our home and works behind the
scenes in the business. In addition to
all that, she just recently took a
position at my kids’ school. So, |
salute all the mothers out there. You
are rock stars!

Interview continues on page 6

www.bonniebrae.net
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Snakes!—Information and Assistance

Bonnie Keller, a teacher from Woodbridge, loves science,
and according to her posts on Next Door she and some
fellow wildlife lovers have created a service to help folks
humanely relocate unwanted snakes (especially
copperheads) or other critters around the house. Below is
an edited excerpt from one of her postings on Next

Door. As we’re heading into Spring when snakes start to get
active, you may want to save the contact information for her
colleague, Mark Khosravi (703-609-4278) who is available
to help in Fairfax. Check out this website for Bonnie and
Mark’s services, availability, and fees:
www.k2cwildlife.com

Bonnie’s Post on NextDoor:

“Remember that as the snakes emerge,
they will first be lethargic and looking for
a place to warm up. March and April are
often when they will emerge, then go
= back into hiding, then re-emerge several
times. April tends to be when they really
start staying out and looking for mates. Rather than fearing
every snake you see, learn to recognize this ONE: the
Northern Copperhead, the only venomous snake in Fairfax
and surrounding counties - except for extreme NW PWC
and points west, where Timber Rattlers can be found. The
Copperheads are very, very placid. They will not chase you;
they will not seek out humans, they will not stay around

where people are often moving around.

Many folks have learned to recognize copperheads and how
to live alongside them without killing them or getting bitten.
However, if you have a copperhead that needs to be moved
away from your yard, please call me or one of my partners.

We formed a small company, K2C Wildlife Encounters, LLC
because we learned we needed insurance in addition to our
state licenses to do wildlife control. However, we are
volunteers, and we have intentionally kept our requested
fees very low to be able to cover our license, insurance, and
equipment costs. | will request that you please try to pay a
small fee of $25-50 (depending on distance) if | am able to
come pick up the snake. If | have to spend time looking for
it, then additional fees are requested.

| know that many of you have been raised to fear or hate
snakes. It's part of our culture. But | invite you to look
beyond the fear you've been instilled with, and learn more.

You may never love snakes as | do, but they provide needed
ecological services, so | hope you can respect [them]. | can
be reached at 703-986-7122. If you call during the school
day, | will not answer, as I'm also a local high school
teacher. If your snake issue is in Fairfax, call Mark Khosravi
at 703-609-4278. (Mark is also a high school science
teacher and may not be available during the school day.)
You can find more info on our Facebook page K2C Wildlife
Encounters, LLC, or our website www.k2cwildlife.com.

Interview with Tim Royster,
continued from page 5
explore.
Elaine: (jokingly...) So, what do you like
to do in your “free time.”

Tim: Free-time? ...I’m not sure what
that is these days, but besides being
an unpaid chauffeur to kids' music
lessons and sports activities, or

busy man...?

NOVA. We love this state, and there
are so many beautiful places to

Elaine: We should get Yee Peng to
write a newsletter column on the local
gems. What motivated you to
volunteer on the BBCA board? Ask a

friend’s mom would call out the front
door and say “Timmy, your mom said
you need to get home in 10

minutes!”" That was a

connected neighborhood; we watched
out for each other. | think it would be
great for us to know our neighbors at
that level so we can help each other
out and just care for each other if

making sure their social calendar is
full, we do like to get outside to hike
and explore some of the small towns
and places here in Virginia, which
offers a lot of beautiful opportunities
without going far away. I’ll give a
shameless plug to my wife's IG
channel: @explorelocalgems. She
loves to highlight restaurants, bakeries,
quaint towns, and cool events around
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Tim: Volunteering in your community is
something | want my children to learn
from. Community service draws you
out to learn and care for the people
around you. It's a lost art to truly know
your neighbor. | feel that has to
change, and volunteering strengthens
the neighborly relationships around
us. | remember a time when a kid
would spend the whole day outside
around the neighborhood, and then a

needed.

Elaine: That’s inspiring, Tim. A large
part of the purpose of our Civic
Association is to build that “social
capital” by supporting events that
strengthen ties to our close neighbors.
If we can take care of each other in
Bonnie Brae, we’ll all be fine. We’re
lucky you and your family moved into
our community. Thanks.

www.bonniebrae.net
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Travelogues: Italy & India

|l talian Travels with Bonnie Brae Nei
/ n May 2022, the four of us, Jilland e ' . . Duomo Climb - The interior of the
Matt Turosz, and Brad Czika and : \ Duomo is beautiful, but climbing the

interior of the dome, an engineering
marvel, to sweeping views of the city is
unforgettable.

Lisa Travis, traveled to the Italian
regions of Tuscany and Liguria. We
carefully selected the places to stay
and sites to see each day. However,
once in Italy, our day-to-day activities
changed based on the people and sites
we encountered.

Piazzale Michelangelo, Giardino
Bardini, and the Rose Garden. Again, in
the Florentine ‘Arlington’, thisis a
beautiful garden walk that rewards your
hill climbing with more city views and
street snacks.

Week One: Together in Tuscany

Ouir first week was in and around
Florence and Tuscany. We stayed in an
AirBnB south of the Arno River in what
Jill called ‘the Arlington of Florence.’ It
was wonderfully close to the city (a
quick walk over the Ponte Vecchio)
without being too close. From there it
was an easy walk or bus to the city
sites. Our favorites, some expected
and some not, in Florence were:

We also ventured outside of Florence,
both north and south. Our first excursion
was to Fiesole, a village just north of
Florence easily accessible by bus. It’s a
solid day-trip with Etruscan and Roman
ruins, beautiful Convent San Francesco,
and scenic views of Florence. On two
other days, we hired a driver for tours of
Tuscany. Siena was a wonderful half-day
paired with Monteriggioni and the
vineyard Castellina in Chianti. The

Serre Torrigiani - Bar and Restaurant
in a lush Tuscan garden.

) OAT EATATA DEGLHADN 11

A Winter Trip to India

M y 3.5-week trip to India last December with my husband, Larry White, was, as

always, a whirlwind of activity as we traveled from Delhi to Coorg to Mysore to 7 i
Pune, accompanied by one of my sisters. Among the highlights of our trip were a tiger f B
safari (on which tiger paw prints were the closest we came to seeing a tiger), tea estates * }
(a picture of beauty), coffee estates, the largest Buddhist monastery in India, the oldest -
Catholic cathedralin India, a sand sculpture museum, and an Indian wedding.

| The wedding was a special treat for Larry, who had

_+ never seen an Indian wedding before (except for our 1.\ ==
own semi-Indian wedding in Oklahoma). My friend’s ; 3 . u L
granddaughter, a Hindu, married a Parsi, so there
were 2 ceremonies in 2 languages that no one, not

even the wedding couple, understood: the Parsi

» wedding in ancient Persian (?) and the Hindu wedding in Sanskrit. Ancient languages always
sound majestic and mysterious, especially if no one understands them, so they were quite

* appropriate for the occasion. The wedding arenas (two, for the two wedding ceremonies)

Wk ele ol ek el e s | were decorated beautifully with thousands of flowers and lights. And as expected, the
this picture of peaceful coexistence dinner was lavish and delicious.

—Neera K. Badhwar

If you want to share your experiences on a journey abroad - or within the U.S. - in next year's newsletter,
please feel free to send your travelogue to Neera Badhwar at nbad@ou.eau by January 2024.

]
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second excursion was to San
Gimignano and Radda in Chianti. Be
prepared to walk a lot to see the towns
and views — and work off the food and
gelatos! (I’ll spare you the 8000
pictures | took of bakeries and sweets.)

Week Two: Jill and Matt in Liguria

Our second week was in Liguria. We,
Jilland Matt, stayed in Sestri Levante, a
small beach town between Cinque
Terre and Genoa. Sestri Levante was
very relaxed (which we appreciated
after a week in Florence), and a great
location from which to travel to other
towns on the Italian coast. To the
south, it’s an easy train ride to Cinque
Terre where we walked/hiked from
Corniglia to Monterosso stoppingin
Vernazza for lunch. Know that the
scenery is beautiful but the trail busy
and rugged. (Read as: Wear a sturdy
pair of shoes you don’t mind getting
dirty.) To the north, we walked the
peninsula of Portofino after a boat ride
from Santa Margherita. There are an
unlimited number of trails, historic
sites, and luxury hotels to see along the
way. The best routes can be found
using the local tourist office map. Our
final day trip was to Genoa, a true
working, as opposed to tourist, city. My
personal favorite, however, was our
time in Sestri Levante among the Italian
tourist families, small beaches, and
walking trails. Our AirBnB had a kitchen
that allowed us the luxury (yes, I’'m
serious.) of making dinner and enjoying
it on our private balcony over the Bay of
Silence.

Week Two: Lisa and Brad in Cinque
Terre and Lucca

We, Lisa and Brad, split the second

v{\_seglﬁo'{\oug vacation between Vernazza
and Lucca. Both were charming for
different reasons. We splurged on an
extraordinarily beautiful apartment in
Vernazza with amazing sea and town
views. We took advantage of eating
breakfasts on our large balcony
overlooking the quaint town with
church bells tolling every hour, and
relaxing on the smaller sea-facing
balcony.

Vernazza, is one of five coastal villages
within the Cinque Terre and it provided
a great base for hiking to the nearby
villages. The hikes themselves offer
incredible coastal views, and while the
distance between them is not great, the
hikes require some challenging inclines
and declines (although another
alternative is easy train rides between
the villages.) The villages are not to be
missed, as each has its own unique
character.

Lucca was a surprising gem,
recommended by the owner of the
Vernazza apartment. It was a short hour
-long train ride from Vernazza. We
stayed in a bed and breakfast that was
a grand house that dated back to 1700
and had a short walk into the historic
area of Lucca. It was such a beautifully
preserved walled city with cobblestone
streets filled with shops and
restaurants. There was a very wide tree-
lined walking/biking path with a large
swath of green space that encircled the
historic town center and gave sweeping
views of the mountains that surround
Lucca. It was truly a picture book
setting.

All four of us felt that we couldn’t have
had a more splendid holiday.

—Jill Turosz and Lisa Travis

Calling all anglers, young and old!

71T AcCl AT |, AEA
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Pet e
Hi ker and

Pete Pontzer has been a resident of Bonnie
Brae since 2003, along with his wife,
Margaret, their two daughters, Katie and
Emma, and their dogs, Charlie and Brandy.
Pete recently retired from 32 years of
service in the federal government, first as an
Army soldier, then a lawyer, and finally a
judge. Did he settle into an armchair to
watch TV the morning after he retired? No,
he left for California to hike the Pacific Crest
Trail, covering 1,700 miles until, alas, he
fractured his foot. He is recovering from
foot surgery and has no plans to stop hiking!
He will take on the New Mexico portion of
the Continental Divide Trail in April, and the
remainder of the Pacific Crest Trail in August
and September.

The reason I’m writing about my husband,
however, is not to inspire readers to take up
hiking, or to feel sorry for him, but to let
them know that he’s a hero. In 2015, while
vacationing in Emerald Isle, North Carolina,
Pete helped to rescue a young teenager
caught in a riptide from drowning in the
ocean. He then attempted to rescue
another young person. For his efforts, he
was awarded the Carnegie Hero Medal.
Pete was interviewed by 60 Minutes for their
story, “Are Heroes Born or Made?” which
discussed what motivates heroes. This
episode aired in June 2022 and was recently
rebroadcast in February 2023.

If you see Pete walking Charlie and Brandy

in the mornings or evenings, wish him good
luck on his next hike!

—Margaret Pontzer
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This year we are starting a new feature: Artists’ Corner. Our nejghborhood is lucky to have a variety of artists: phofographers, painters, sculptors, and others we
may not have discovered yet. Let us know If you practice an art | haven't mentioned yet. —Neera K. Badhwar

Ar t iUEb s n SpotlightOnPamel a Lepold, Photo

‘ Pamela’s first photoshoot with Pamela has had not a few adventures in her career. On one
her first camera featured a occasion, she found herself on a container ship from China
squirrel. Fascinated by this having a coke with the captain. She also works with
squirrel’s antics, 8 year old Freedom Alliance, a charity that supports wounded and
Pamela used up the entire rollof  Gold Star soldiers and their families. Among the many

film on the squirrel’s activities. incredible opportunities this charity has afforded her,

| J After that, she had to buy her own Pamela says, was a trip to Israel with 200 other donors. She
': : film rolls and pay for developing documented their trip as they traveled through Israel visiting
' them. holy sites for 10 days. She states that these were some of

to photograph weddings and undertook a project for OSHA that required her to go | mile
families, especially mothers and  deep into the ground to photograph a coal mine and miners.
fathers with their newborns. Her studio at home is filled with She had to wear waders because of the pools of water, and
pictures of happy people. But she’ll photograph almost an OSHA worker had to measure the amount of gas in the air
anything and anyone: Hollywood stars, politicians, to ensure that it was safe to use a flash. With too much gas,
corporate events, cultural and political events.... Once she a flash could lead to an explosion (these were the days
went to the White House to photograph a politician out on before digital photography). Pamela feels blessed that she
the lawn. When she was done, a Security Agent took herto  was able to make a career doing something she loves.
see the Oval Office. Her first impression: smaller than it To see her work, please go to http://
looks in pictures and films. The Security Agent also told her  \\ww.lepoldphotography.com/
that a photographer once placed a hot light on the carpet
and burned a big hole in it. But no problem - they had
another carpet in stock for just such eventualities!

‘l J :
,Jr—\’ Now Pamela has her own the best days of her career.
v . photography business. She loves Pamela’s work isn’t always safe or pretty. She once
BN ‘

DC Photographer amelalepoldphotography) ¢ Instagram
photos and videos

—Neera K. Badhwar

2022 BBCA Book (Club) Report

Historical fiction was bigin Once again, Jill Turosz hosted the final meeting of 2022 with
the Bonnie Brae Book Club a book exchange, and a discussion of Memory Wall by
in 2022. We read The Anthony Doerr.

 Magnificient Lives of If this doesn’t make your mouth water enough to join the

Marjorie Post by Allison book club, let me add that we also have mouthwatering food
Pataki (some Book Club at every meeting!

members “discussed” the book by visiting Hillwood, one of Ml valumissy o et s Freed, ceess o buel an

Marjorie Merriweather Post's homes in Georgetown); Oil and . .
lead the discussion, and Marty Beach
Marble by Stephanie Storey (if you haven’t already guessed,
it’s about Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo); The
Duchess: A Novel of Wallis Simpson by Wendy Holden (if you

think Wallis was a gold-digger, Holden has some surprises

(martypbeach@gmail.com) serves as the Book Club
coordinator, announcing the host, book, and date of
meeting, and generally looking out for book-clubbers!

Our Facebook group is called Bonnie Brae Book Club. Itis a
private group, so if you want to join, a member of the group
has to invite you. If you don’t know anyone, you can express
interest in joining on the Bonnie Brae Fairfax VA Facebook
group.

for you).

Historical non-fiction (Lev's Violin: A Story of Music, Culture
and Italian Adventure by Helena Attlee) also made an
appearance on the book list, in addition to a light-hearted
read called Book Lovers, by Emily Henry.

—Neera K. Badhwar

]
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More on Going Solar in Bonnie Brae

here’s never been a better time

to go solar. Besides contributing

to a cleaner environment for
future generations and the long-term
reduction of one’s electric bills, there are
new federal tax credits, property tax
credits, and energy credits that help offset
the hefty cost of solar panels.

| didn’t know much about solar, so |
signed up for Solarize Northern Virginia
https://solarizenova.org/solarize-fairfax-
county a coalition of Fairfax County and
the nonprofit LEAP (Local Energy Alliance
Program) which helps residents choose
contractors and reduce the cost and
complexity of adding solar panels. Each
year, usually between April and June, the
program seeks a group of residents who
want to go solar and matches them with
approved contractors who purchase
panels at a bulk discount for the group.
For a free assessment and for alerts about
the sign-up “window” check the URL
above.

After | signed up, |
was contacted by
Solar Energy World
from Elkridge, MD
which evaluated my
home’s suitability
for solar and provided a design, some
panel options, and a complete estimate of
system cost and energy production. The
design is based on the sun coverage of
your roof. This team was very helpful in
answering my questions.

The installation of panels takes only a day
or two, but from start to finish the process
is 4-6 months, most of it waiting for
scheduled work to be done. | committed
to the project in mid-April and got a design
and approval quickly then waited three
months for installation. Then | waited a
month for Dominion to put in a new meter
and for Fairfax County to inspect. | finally
turned on the system in early October.
With the high demand for solar and new
tax incentives, business should be
booming and wait-times no doubt may
increase.

The number of panels will depend on your
usage. | use about 10 MWh (10,000
kilowatt hours) of power annually (this
information is on your statement at

Page 10

dominion.com). Virginia currently requires
“net-metering” which allows Dominion to
give credit for the kilowatts | consume but
does not allow me to “sell back” any
annual excess. If my system produces
more than | use Dominion gets it, so your
contractor shouldn’t overbuild the
system. You might consider excess
panels if there is an electric car in your
near future.

Panels and workmanship have long 25-30
year guarantees. | can monitor each
panel’s production in real time with a
phone app. For example, | recently
noticed that one panel was not producing
as much as the other panels and my
contractor quickly responded, checked it
out, and ordered a replacement.

Adding solar panels is expensive, and at
my age (retired) my motivation was more
environmental than financial. Low or no
electric bills are nice, but the investment
is high. On the other hand, new tax
incentives make this more tempting.
There is a 30% Federal tax credit which
expires in 2032. Fairfax County gives a
small incentive on property tax; plus, you
can “sell” solar credits (S-RECs) which
businesses in Virginia are required to buy
to offset energy use. And solar adds to
the value of your home. To learn about the
County’s Solar Energy Equipment Tax
Exemption, see: https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/relief/real-
estate-solar-equipment.

I need to see a full year’s data before |
know just how much solar reduces my
cost, as seasonal change affects energy
production, and I’ve had my panels
operational only through fall/winter
months. Solaris more efficientin
summertime — so | look forward to over-
producing soon. Battery storage is
tempting, but still quite expensive.
However, it would provide electricity
during power outages, which may become
more of a vital issue in the future.

Solarize Nova ( https://solarizenova.org )
provides many online resources including
a cool solar map https://
www.novasolarmap.com/ where you can
type in your address to see how suitable
your roof might be for solar power.

—Elaine Hawley

The annual National Night Out on the
first Tuesday of August gives
communities the opportunity to
celebrate and to honor police and
firefighters. Originally started to help
fight crime in our neighborhoods,
National Night Out became an annual
picnic to build friendships and show
support for the pros who keep us safe.

Last year BBCA tried out something

new. Previous “Covid years” had
limited some events so that we had
enough extra money in the treasury to
contract a Pacos Tacos food truck for
our picnic. Susan and Richard
Yennerell offered to host the event in
their well-shaded yard. Each BBCA
household was given a $10 voucher
toward the cost of a taco order, but
BBCA also provided drinks and hot
dogs for anyone who didn’t want to
purchase dinner from Pacos. The
August weather was perfect, and the
food truck was such a big hit that we’ll
probably do it again. Save the date for
this event on August 1st in 2023.

www.bonniebrae.net
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Sewer and Water Line Insurance

Ho me Protecti on Pro g I downdSt prudent to purchase the homeowner’s insurance
offered by the independent insurer, HomeServe, billed through

Our homes were built circa in early 1970’s, making most of Dominion Energy.

them around 50 years old, and the utility lines — especially water
and sewer pipes are often beyond their “sell-by dates”. My own experience a few years ago was excellent. HomeServe
Homeowners are responsible for the exterior pipes that connect ¢ontacted Fairfax Water, Miss Utility, and a contractor who fixed
their utilities to the main pipes, and we’ve have seen frequent  the pipe and repaired my lawn after digging a six-foot trench
occurrences of the water pipes breaking in Bonnie Brae. In most @mong all my other utility lines. Not only did | not have to pay

cases, neither the utility company nor your basic property anything, but | didn’t have any hassle with the process or
insurance policy covers this repair. contractors after | called HomeServe. They did it all.

—Elaine Hawley

Update: Tip to save you thousa

Do you have sewer and water line insurance, but have decided
to rent your home? If you have decided to keep your home and
turn it into an investment property, you may be surprised that
the day your tenant takes over the water bill, your Homeserve
coverage stops! You will need to call Homeserve and pay for
the insurance outside of your dominion bill for your rental
property.

HomeServe has a selection of several interior and exterior utility
When my water pipe broke, the Fairfax Water inspector said our systems that can each be insured separately from gas and
50-year-old community was among the worst in the area. water lines to furnaces, water heaters, plumbing, and electrical
According to HomeServe, the average cost to repair a water line  systems. https://www.homeserve.com/en-us/
is $2600, and the average sewer line is over $5,000. Most water

. . . . —Tim Royster
pipes installed in the 1970s are PVC. Many people in BBCA have

Sidewalk hazards and Parking District

We’re fortunate that Bonnie Brae is such a beautiful, walkable neighborhood, but
we’ve had complaints about some hazards that make walking less enjoyable --
buckled or uneven sidewalks, overgrown shrubs or plants, and sidewalks covered with
wet leaves or, in winter, with snow and ice. It’s a matter of courtesy to keep the
sidewalks on our property clear of overgrowth, debris, leaves, snow and ice. It’s also in
our interest to do so, as an injury on our sidewalk can create homeowner liability. For
our specific code, please refer to the By-Laws in your Bonnie Brae Directory.

Please pick up after your dog, keep your bushes trimmed, your fences repaired, and
your noise inside your own home.

As for uneven sidewalks, Fairfax Country can shave the bumps if they are not too high.
If you have such a sidewalk near your house, you can submit a report online at https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/report-walkway-problem, and the county will let

you know if your sidewalk qualifies for free maintenance shaving. Or, send the location
to BBCA elainejhawley@gmail.com and we will bundle a community request.

]
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Community Events

Easter Egg Hunt and Kite Flying Day New Neighbor Welcome Party
March 26, 2023 at 2pm September 23, 2023
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Santa visits Bonnie Brae
December 17, 2023
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New Glass Recycle Drop-off

Bonnie Brae and 22032 Real Estate

2022 was a year of two real estate markets, We started with interest rates

10 1100 T £ UI O ETTxh &AEOEAY
DEAE OB Ci AOO & O OAAUAI ET C¢
hovering around 3%, but by September 2022, interest rates were in the low E1l DPOORIA 1ROAG POOADO OEOI 6
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Bonnie Brae continues to be an in-demand neighborhood for all the reasons A_Ei I AO'I' OT A T AX OAxAO PEDPAON
we are living here. The contemporary style single-family homes, proximity to DOOE AT A DOAOAT OET ¢
schools, restaurants, VRE, Woodglen Lake, and GMU, all make Bonnie Brae ET O 1060 1 AT AAIT O8

a great place to call home. N I

7s! It goes without saying that this curbed many people’s appetite for home
ownership. As we enter the 2023 real estate market, we have come down
from 7% interest rates, but we’ll have to keep a close watch on inflation
numbers and how the Fed responds with fed rate adjustments. With interest
below 7%, some buyers have come back to the market and provided
assurance to sellers that they will get their homes sold in a reasonable time
period.

Here are the 2022 sale numbers in Bonnie Brae:

Close Price vs. Address
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—Tim Royster

BBCA is forming a ROMEO Club
(Retired Old Men Eating Out)
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(Be sure to provide your name & street address I n memo when

Bonnie Brae Civic Association (BBCA)
Membership Application
2023 Annual Dues $20

A#EAAE Ai@ EA Ui O AOAWDAx O1 "T11TEA "O0AA EI woww

Ai Ao I /E C‘)AOEAA’I‘ OO ...................................................

AT AO T & ORAOGEAAT OO 5 5 s s i s i s s s s

Ai Ao I /E C‘)AOEAA’I‘ OO ...................................................

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

Ai Ao I /E C‘)AOEAA’I‘ OO ...................................................

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

A0AOGO - Ai AROOT #i10AAO )1 & O0f AGEiIT 51 AEAT CAA

5DAAOA 1T Ax ET &£ Of AGEI 1T E£ T AAAAA4

BOOAAG 1 AAOAODGOG ;i i i i s s s s
OET T A 5 s s s s s

%IAEI ................................................................

yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy

"EOA &I O0i AT A PAUI AT O O Ui 60 Aii AE AAPOAET 10 -AEI OEAiI Oi 4
"TTTEA "OAA #EOEA | OO1 AEAOGEIT I

08/ "1 @ QQa

&AEOEADG 3O0A&EIQGh 6! WWbQI

|
Page 14 www.bonniebrae.net



http://www.bonniebrae.net
http://www.bonniebrae.net
http://www.bonniebrae.net
http://www.bonniebrae.net
http://www.bonniebrae.net
mailto:bonniebraetreasurer@gmail.com

tralo &) #) L, 2%0/ Virginia Elections
AOI T ""#! 40AAOOOAO , EOA
AG T &£ $AAAT AAO axh qJ3””2023isanelectionyearinVirginiaforStateand Local

Lo+ L #% AO T A i ®¢1 84> government. Federal offices and Virginia state-wide

) - H#Il - % offices (Governor, Lt. Governor, etc.) are not up for
-Ai AAOOEED $0OAO QWi Y 8/® ® election. Our Precinct is Bonnie Brae, and conveniently,
. AxO0l AOGOGAO 0O S$EOAA 1 A our polling place is at the Bonnie Brae Elementary
- EOAAT T AT AT 60 )1 Al School.

alat, ). #1-% Qwi Ygjoo The Virginia primary elections will take place on June 20,

%8 0 %. 3 %3

2023, with the general election on Tuesday, November
7th. All 40 seats of the Senate of Virginia and 100 seats
in the Virginia House of Delegates are up for re-election,
as are local offices including Chairman Board of

"ATE &AA
"ATE $ADPI OEO #1 OO0OA,

o/ "1 @ 2A1 OAl WX a8 Pd gypervisors, Braddock County Supervisor, and Fairfax
35" 4/ 41, WX a8 P®d Country School Board as well as other local officials.
#1110 61 EAAOGET T O Plus, there may be bond issues to vote on.

OETTA $EOAAOI OEAO linsgegw While voter turnout in these “odd-year” elections is

$11T O "ACO XQn 8| & often low, these state and local representatives and the

&1 UAOT. Ax0O1l AOOAO o0« YWY®8 ¥ X jssues on the ballot often have more direct impact on

30AI DOT %I OAT T PO I 180 W ourlives than federal elections. Be sure to follow the

7AAOEOQA Xi i 8P candidates and issues and VOTE.
35" 4/ 41 , XXda 8 XX L

o A EA O a A Because of redistricting, both the State Senate and the
#1 “I ,I ,OJ AE,OAU‘ 3 A"CE‘ "O’UA Q Delegate Districts have changed for Bonnie Brae, so the
| I’ I (‘)IA E OU 0 ’f'_\o E E IA ? - § candidates may change as well. As a result of the 2020

: A E ? EA '} OF I- ' :A : 7 'f‘ OAE U.S. Census, our Senate district changes from 34 to 36,

3ECI - AET OAT AT AA and the Delegate district changes from 41 to 10 with

9AO0A 3AIA WX8aY phoundaries moving westward.
35" 4/ 41, wXx a8 aw :

S, e s o A Our current State Senator is J. Chap Petersen, and our
111 OAIl 31 AEAI I AOEO L .

o L — T Delegate is Eileen Filler-Corn. Locally our current

"I'l AE #ADOAEI 0AOOL YY8aQ . . .

001 COAGOEGA $ETTAO Chairman of the board of Supervisors is Jeffrey McKay,

— C — — o . and our Braddock District Supervisor is James

ool A ! — E Q @ _ /‘ ?O ! 8 c ) Q Walkinshaw. We will also be voting for Fairfax County

: Ax = AE QF Al O . ? A oou ARl | School Board (Braddock District and Members-at-

(AT1TxAAT 0AOOU

large). Megan McLaughlin is the current Braddock
(TTEAAU 0AOOU
3AT OA 2EAA

District Representative on the School Board.

For complete information about voter registration,

#EOEOOI AO , ECEO #I11 wxgi|y ; } ; :
. ., absentee voting deadlines, candidates, and issues,
35" 4/ 41 XQi i 8nn , , ,
. follow updates on the Fairfax County Elections website:
L OEAO https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/
4 0AA o1 AT OET C | ET E Yy o8 DO/
*AT@BE#AOA 8V
35" 4/ 41 , wYT 8Yi
4/ 4", %80 %. 3 %3 WYii Q8lvo
1171 06A1 . AG YT AT T A QOX8H P
Lo+ "L o #% AO T E ri Q¢ asil X
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B.B.C.A. SECTION LEADERS AND BLOCK CAPTAINS

SECTION | (82)

ANN MULLER
5355 Black Oak Dr.

agm@oecengineering.com

#1—BLACK OAK even 5320-
5348 (14)

Dave and Beth Doane
5332 Black Oak Drive

davebethdoane@gmail.com

#2—BLACK OAK (13) 5349 -5405

Ann Muller
5355 Black Oak Dr.

agm@oecengineering.com

#3—INDIGO & ALLERTON (18)

Connie Dinapoli
10513 Indigo Ln.

703-272-8680
connie_dinapoli@yahoo.com

#4—ZI0N & SIDEBURN even (23)

Rachel Hinnant
5330 Sideburn Rd.
703-359-5515
rhinnant@flinthill.org

SECTION II (76)

PAT D’ALESSANDRO

10518 Acacia Lane
703-250-9760
loupatb@verizon.net

SECTION IIl (71)

NEERA BADHWAR
10409 Pearl St
703-250-7959
nbad@ou.edu

BLoCK CAPTAINS

#6—ACACIA LANE (16)

Pat D'Alessandro
10518 Acacia Lane
703-250-9760
loupatb@verizon.net

#7—ARROWOOD ST (15)

Penny Pate Henry
10523 Arrowood St.

703-978-0175
pennypate@cox.net

#3—FIESTA &
SOUTHPORT 5331-5401 (15)

Sharon Schwartz
10612 Fiesta Road

703-895-0324
sharons@thedesignminds.com

#9—SOUTHPORT 5424-5506 &
FIRESIDE (16)

Andrea McGowan
5424 Southport Lane

202-438-0697
acmcgowan4301@gmail.com

#5—BLACK OAK (14) 5312-5318 + #10—SOUTHPORT 5402-5422 (14)

odd 5329-5347

Krista Glass
5341 Black Oak Dr.
610-704-2866
kristamglass@gmail.com

Margaret Pontzer
5406 Southport Lane
703-250-0273
pontzer@cox.net

#11—AYLOR RD - SOUTH (17)

Barry Azimi
10419 Nellie White Ln.
703-675-6752
barry.azimi@gmail.com

#12—FYFE COURT (13)

Vacant—Volunteer Needead!

#13—JENNIFER south/even +
5401& SIDEBURN south/odd (14)

Harry Wong
5408 Jennifer Dr.

703-249-8373
hkwong2@gmail.com

#14—PEARL ST (17)

Jill Turosz
10403 Pearl St.
240-447-2323

jturosz@gmail.com

#15—MASSER LANE (10)

Neera Badhwar
10409 Pearl St
703-250-7959
nbad@ou.edu

SECTION IV (76)

SCOTT FLORY

5347 Aylor Rd.

703-323-6683
scott@theflorys.net

#16- NELLIE WHITE (15)

Michael Nickens
10403 Nellie White
703-989-4919
mnickens@gmail.com

#17— AYLOR north (13)

Scott Flory
5347 Aylor Rd.
703-323-6683

scott@theflorys.net

#18—CRISTFIELD CT (13)

Cathy Gulac
5347 Cristfield Ct.
703-323-6694
cdgulac@gmail.com
cgulac88@gmail.com

#19—JENNIFER north/odd &
HOLLYOAK (16)

James Chu
5347 Jennifer Dr.
571-278-6909
mjwed@yahoo.com

#20—JENNIFER north/even &
SIDEBURN north/odd (19)

Debby Sprague
5334 Jennifer Dr.
703-855-6641
debbiersprague@gmail.com

Volunteer Opportunity — we have 1 open Block Captain assignment!

Block Captain Duties

Di stribute
your
coll ect
confrm directory

Noti fy
Hel p
Hel p
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